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Abstract:   The Creative Commons licenses, also known as CC, allow the 
authors to retain the copyright over the works while granting 
some right to the others, like the permission to modify or to 
use the work for commercial purposes. 
Keywords: copyright, creative commons, google, youtube. 
 
 
Standard Creative Commons Licenses   
There are six types of standard licenses, as described below: 
   CC-BY,   CC BY-NC, the content can be 
freely shared and adapted. For the NC type, the commercial 
use of the work is prohibited.  
    CC  BY-ND,    CC  BY-NC-ND,  the  work 
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are prohibited. NC stands for non-commercial. 
   CC BY-SA,   CC BY-NC-SA, the content 
can  be  freely  shared  and  adapted  and  the  derivative  works 
may be distributed only under similar license terms. As stated 
above, the NC stands for non-commercial. 
 
Apart  of  the  six  predefined  licenses,  the  authors  may  choose  any 
other combination of rights in the range between all right reserved and 
no rights reserved.  
The  Creative  Commons  website  also  provides  a  wizard  (http://
creativecommons.org/choose/)  that  can  be  used  to  choose  the  proper 
license based on the rights the author may still want to preserve. 
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Search for reusable content   
Google  allows  the  users  to  search  for  reusable  content  –  text, 
videos, images and books – that can be shared or modified.  
The  Advanced  Search  page  includes  a  Usage  Rights  section 
containing several types of license filtering by rights. 
 
So it seems to be pretty easy to locate on the web a content that 
can be reused. The filter is based on the six Creative Commons standard 
licenses and it works in the following way: 
  free to use or share – the list of results will contain CC licensed 
works, no matter of license type 
  included,  CC-BY,  CC  BY-NC,  CC  BY-ND,  CC  BY-NC-ND, 
CC BY-SA, CC BY-NC-SA 
  excluded, none 
  free to use or share, even commercially – the works labeled as 
being NC (non-commercial use) will not be included into the 
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  included, CC-BY , CC BY-ND , CC BY-SA 
  excluded, CC BY-NC, CC BY-NC-ND, CC BY-NC-SA 
  free to use share or modify – the works labeled as ND (non-
derivative) will not be contained into the list of results 
  included, CC-BY, CC BY-NC, CC BY-SA, CC BY-NC-SA 
  excluded, CC BY-ND, CC BY-NC-ND 
  free to use share or modify, even commercially – ND and NC 
labeled works will not appear into the results 
  included, CC-BY, CC BY-SA 
  excluded, CC BY-ND, CC BY-NC-ND, CC BY-NC, CC BY-
NC-SA 
 
 
The  Creative  Commons  search  engine  (http://
search.creativecommons.org/) can be used to locate sharable content by 
scanning several platforms like google, wikimedia and youtube . 
    Search Results by Creative Commons License Type 
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not filtered by license             
free to use or share             
free to use or share, 
even commercially             
free to use share or modify             
free to use share or modify, 
even commercially             
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The user can filter the results by providing details about the way in 
which the content is intended to be reused.  
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Conclusions 
By using Creative Commons licenses, authors of today may easily 
grant some intellectual rights of original works while preserving all the 
others.  Information  technology  artifacts  marked  as  being  under  a 
Creative  Commons  license  can  be  easily  located  by  accessing  the 
advanced  search  screen  of  the  most  search  engines  available  on  the 
market. By using such a feature, it becomes pretty easy to locate on the 
Internet  a  picture  that  can  be  freely  reused  without  violating  any 
copyright law . 
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